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Homeschooling has become an increasingly popular choice for parents seeking a 
personalized and flexible education for their children. Discovery K12 offers a free online 
homeschool program that covers a wide range of subjects and grade levels, making it 
an excellent resource for homeschooling families. This report aims to provide a step-by-
step guide on how to effectively homeschool using Discovery K12, ensuring a 
successful and enriching educational experience for your child 



 

 

Overview 
 

 
This online homeschool program designed to empower students from kindergarten through 
high school. With a diverse range of subjects and a user-friendly pla=orm, Discovery K12 offers 
a comprehensive curriculum that supports students' learning journey, whether they are new to 
homeschooling or seeking supplemental educaEonal resources. 
 
One of the standout features of Discovery K12 is its extensive curriculum, covering key 
academic areas such as math, language arts, science, social studies, and more. This ensures that 
students receive a well-rounded educaEon and are equipped with the knowledge and skills 
necessary for success in their academic pursuits. 
 
The program's flexible nature allows for personalized learning experiences tailored to each 
student's needs and interests. Whether your child is an advanced learner seeking enrichment or 
requires addiEonal support in specific subjects, Discovery K12 provides the resources to 
accommodate diverse learning styles and pace. 
 
Discovery K12's online pla=orm is designed to be intuiEve and user-friendly, making it easy for 
both parents and students to navigate. The pla=orm provides a seamless learning experience 
with interacEve lessons, engaging mulEmedia content, and interacEve assessments that 
promote acEve parEcipaEon and knowledge retenEon. 
 
As a homeschool program, Discovery K12 offers the advantage of flexible scheduling. Parents 
have the freedom to design a learning rouEne that best suits their child's individual needs and 
family's lifestyle. This flexibility allows for a customized approach to educaEon, ensuring that 
students can pursue their passions and explore subjects in-depth at their own pace. 
 
The program also provides comprehensive progress tracking tools, allowing parents to monitor 
their child's academic growth and idenEfy areas for improvement. These tools enable parents 
to play an acEve role in their child's educaEon and provide addiEonal support where needed. 
Whether you're a parent seeking an alternaEve to tradiEonal schooling or looking for a 
supplementary educaEonal resource, Discovery K12 offers a wealth of benefits. From its 
comprehensive curriculum to its user-friendly pla=orm and flexible learning opEons, this 
program is designed to support your child's educaEonal journey and foster a love for learning. 
In the pages that follow, you will find detailed informaEon about the various subjects and 
features offered by Discovery K12, along with pracEcal Eps and strategies to make the most out 
of your homeschooling experience. 
 
 Get ready to homeschool with Discovery K12! 

 



 

 

Available Subjects and Grade Levels 
 
 
 
Discovery K12 covers a variety of subjects to ensure a well-rounded education for your 
child. From foundational skills to advanced topics, the curriculum is designed to meet 
the academic needs of students at various grade levels. You'll find engaging lessons, 
interactive exercises, and educational resources aligned with state standards, enabling 
you to deliver a tailored education to your child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- All our curriculum is online and can be reviewed inside student accounts. 

 
 



 

 

7 Main Courses, Plus Extra Curriculum 
 
Discovery K12 has 7 main courses: Reading/Literature, Language Arts, Math, 
History/Social Studies, Science, Visual/Performing Arts, and Physical Education. Extra 
Curriculum includes Spanish 1, HTML Coding, Healthy Living, Personal Finance, 
Business 101, and Business Apps. 
 
We do not ship any materials, textbooks, or equipment. You can view curriculum 
outlines by grade level above for what’s covered in each course/subject. 

Follow Our Schedule or Go at Your Own Pace 
Follow our Calendar schedule, or start anytime and go at your own pace. 
 
Spelling Program 
A 36-week spelling program is part of the Language Arts courses in kindergarten 
through twelfth grade. Each week students are given a new list of words to study and 
work with, print or digital worksheets, Cursive Thursdays, and digital quiz at the end of 
the week. 
 
Quizzes & Tests After Each Unit 
In addition to weekly math and spelling quizzes, there are tests after each Unit in 
Science, History/Social Studies, and some Extra Curriculum courses. 
 
36 Weeks of STEM & Maker Activities 
Weekly STEM & Maker Activities provide fun, engaging, learning experiences. Each 
week, students experience a new, hands-on STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) project using mostly affordable household and regular school supplies. See 
the complete list of 36 Weeks of STEM projects. 
 
E-Book Library 
Reading classic literature is part of our Reading/Literature courses. Over 150 titles are 
in the online library. Preview the complete list of free e-books. 
 
Assessment Tests* 
Mid-year and end-of year assessment tests for kindergarten through twelfth grade are 
now part of our program. Learn more about Assessment Tests. These tests can also be 
used to determine grade level placement. 
 
Parent/Teacher Account* 
A Parent/Teacher Account provides student activity reports, assessment tests results, 
transcripts, grade book with quiz/test scores, answer keys, and more. Parent/Teacher 
Accounts are a premium upgrade – Learn More 



 

 

Key Features 
 
 
a) Flexibility: With Discovery K12, you have the flexibility to create a customized learning 
schedule that fits your child's pace and interests. You can adapt the curriculum to accommodate 
your family's unique lifestyle, allowing for more personalized and engaging learning 
experiences. 
 
b) Multimedia-rich Content: The platform integrates multimedia resources such as videos, 
interactive games, and engaging worksheets to enhance the learning process. This multimedia 
approach helps capture your child's attention and promotes deeper understanding of concepts. 
 
c) Progress Tracking: Discovery K12 provides tools to track your child's progress and monitor 
their achievements. You can easily access reports and assessments, allowing you to gauge 
your child's growth and identify areas that require additional attention or enrichment. 
 
d) Accessibility: The online nature of Discovery K12 enables your child to access their lessons 
and resources from anywhere with an internet connection. This accessibility ensures that 
learning can take place at your own pace, whether at home or on-the-go. 
 
e) Support and Community: Discovery K12 fosters a supportive learning community through 
online forums, support groups, and virtual events. Engaging with fellow homeschooling families 
can provide valuable insights, ideas, and encouragement throughout your homeschooling 
journey. 
 
By understanding the core features and benefits of Discovery K12, you can harness the power 
of this free online homeschool program to create a stimulating and effective learning 
environment for your child. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Getting Started! 
 
Homeschooling is an exciting and empowering decision. To help you get started on the right 
track, here's a guide on how to navigate the initial steps and make the most of this exceptional 
online homeschool program. 
 
 
Setting Up an Account:  
Setting up your student account is quick and easy. Simply visit the 
Discoveryk12.com/registration. Follow the steps to create a free student account.  
 
 
Each student needs to be under the same Parent Email. 
 
Each student will need individual student accounts for their grade-level and daily lessons.  
 
This personalized setup ensures that you can tailor the curriculum to meet the specific needs of 
each student. 
 
Navigating the Dashboard: 
Once you've successfully set up your student account, you'll have instant access to your 
students’ daily assignments page, allowing you to effortlessly access the various features and 
resources available. Take some time to familiarize yourself with the layout of the dashboard, as 
it serves as your hub for managing your children's educational journey. 
 
Familiarizing Yourself with the Curriculum: 
Discovery K12 offers a comprehensive curriculum spanning multiple subjects and grade levels. 
It's important to take the time to explore and familiarize yourself with the curriculum to make the 
most of the educational resources available. Each subject contains lesson plans, instructional 
materials, and interactive activities to engage and educate your child effectively. 
 
To get started, select the grade level and subject you wish to explore. You'll find a detailed 
overview of the curriculum, including lesson objectives, key concepts, and recommended 
resources. Take advantage of the diverse range of multimedia materials such as videos, 
worksheets, and online quizzes, which are designed to enhance your child's learning 
experience. 
 
Additionally, Discovery K12 provides suggested schedules and pacing guides, which can serve 
as a helpful starting point for structuring your homeschooling routine. However, keep in mind 
that you have the flexibility to adapt the curriculum and schedule according to your child's 
learning style and pace. 
 
By familiarizing yourself with the curriculum, you'll gain the confidence and knowledge 
necessary to guide your child's learning journey effectively. Embrace the flexibility and 
adaptability of Discovery K12 to create a personalized and engaging educational experience for 
your homeschooling adventure. 

 



 

 

Homeschool Room 
 
Designing a homeschool room doesn't have to be complicated. By following these simple 
steps, you can create an engaging learning environment that inspires your homeschooler. 
 
Step 1: Choose the Right Space 
 
Select a suitable area in your home for homeschooling. Look for a quiet and well-lit space with 
minimal distractions, ensuring it has enough room for essential furniture and supplies. 
 
Step 2: Create an Inviting Atmosphere 
 
Decorate the homeschool room with a theme that aligns with your children's interests or the 
subjects they are studying. Incorporate colorful posters, educational charts, and inspiring 
artwork to foster a sense of excitement and curiosity. 
 
Step 3: Optimize Organization and Storage 
 
Invest in storage solutions such as shelves, bins, and containers to keep learning materials, 
books, and supplies organized and easily accessible. Use labels and color-coding to streamline 
the process of finding and putting away items. 
 
Step 4: Set Up Functional Furniture 
 
Choose ergonomic furniture, such as adjustable desks and chairs, to ensure comfort and proper 
posture during study sessions. Arrange the furniture in a way that promotes focus and 
productivity, considering factors like natural light and proximity to learning resources. 
 
Step 5: Incorporate Interactive Learning Tools 
 
Enhance the homeschool room with interactive learning tools that engage your children's 
senses and promote hands-on exploration. This can include educational games, puzzles, and 
art supplies. Make sure these tools are easily accessible and well-organized within the room. 
 
 
By following these five steps, you can design a homeschool room where kids love to learn! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Daily Routine 
 
Establishing a well-structured homeschool schedule is essential for effective learning.  
 
Establishing a Daily Routine: 
Set consistent wake-up times, designated study periods, and breaks. Balance focused learning 
with physical activity and relaxation to maintain engagement. 
 
Customizing the Schedule: 
Consider your child's learning style and preferences. Create flexible blocks for independent 
research, hands-on projects, or pursuing their interests. 

 
Allocate time for core subjects like math and language arts. Incorporate enriching electives such 
as music or art to foster creativity and skill development. 
 
Remember to regularly assess progress and adjust the schedule as needed. Embrace the 
flexibility of homeschooling to personalize the learning experience for your child. 

 
Every child has a unique learning style. Some are visual learners, while others are auditory or 
kinesthetic learners. Tailoring lessons to your child's preferred style enhances their 
understanding and retention of information. 
 
For visual learners, use visual aids such as diagrams, charts, and videos. Auditory learners 
benefit from discussions, audiobooks, and educational podcasts. Kinesthetic learners thrive with 
hands-on activities, experiments, and real-life applications. Adapt your teaching materials and 
techniques to match your child's learning style, promoting meaningful comprehension and 
engagement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Effective Learning 
 
Engagement is key to effective learning. Incorporating interactive and hands-on activities not 
only makes learning enjoyable but also deepens understanding. Use educational games, online 
simulations, and virtual field trips to supplement lessons. Conduct science experiments, art 
projects, or cooking activities to provide a hands-on experience. 
 
Encourage discussions, debates, and presentations to enhance critical thinking and 
communication skills. By making learning interactive and engaging, you inspire curiosity and 
foster a love for learning in your child. 
 
Promoting independent learning empowers your child to take ownership of their education. 
Encourage self-directed exploration, research, and problem-solving. Assign projects or 
assignments that require independent thinking and creativity. 
Introduce time management skills and goal-setting techniques to help your child manage their 
workload effectively. Support them in developing organizational skills, note-taking strategies, 
and self-assessment habits. Gradually increase their independence, allowing them to take 
charge of their learning with your guidance as a facilitator. 
 
By implementing these effective teaching strategies, you create an environment that caters to 
your child's learning style, fosters engagement through interactive activities, and cultivates 
independence in their educational journey. Embrace these strategies to unlock your child's full 
potential and inspire a lifelong love for learning. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Reporting and Tracking  
 
Assessing your child's progress and tracking their achievements is an essential aspect of 
homeschooling. By utilizing Discovery K12's assessment tools, setting goals and objectives, 
and recognizing milestones, you can ensure that your child is making consistent progress and 
celebrate their accomplishments along the way. Here's a guide to help you effectively assess 
and track your child's educational journey. 
 
Discovery K12 provides a range of assessment tools to gauge your child's understanding and 
progress. Take advantage of quizzes, tests, and assignments embedded within the curriculum. 
These assessments help you identify areas where your child may need additional support or 
enrichment. 
 
Parents can review and analyze the assessment results using the Parent/Teacher Account to 
gain insights into your child's strengths and areas for improvement. Use this information to tailor 
their learning experience, adjusting the pace or providing supplementary materials as needed. 
 
 

- The Parent/Teacher Account is a premium upgrade for student tracking and reporting. 
 
 
Are you ready to take your homeschooling to the next level?  
 
The Parent/Teacher Account (PTA) is your key to simplifying your homeschooling experience 
with record-keeping made easy.  
 
From daily attendance and completed lessons to assignment reports, grading, quiz/test 
scores, and transcripts. Student records are accessible whenever you need them. 
 

PTA Key Features: 
• Attendance Reports 
• Detailed Grade Books 
• Quiz/Test results 
• Assessment Tests 
• Reading Log Report 
• P.E. Log Report 
• Review Digital Worksheets 
• What I Learned Today Report 
• Answer keys for quizzes/tests 
• Scope and Sequence 
• Create Transcripts 
• Certificates of Completion 
• High School Diplomas 
• 24/7 support and more! 

 
	



 

 

Goals and Objectives 
 
Setting goals and objectives is crucial for guiding your child's progress and maintaining 
motivation. Collaborate with your child to establish short-term and long-term goals that align with 
their interests and aspirations. Break these goals into manageable milestones to ensure a 
sense of achievement along the way. 
 
Encourage your child to take ownership of their goals by tracking their progress and reflecting 
on their achievements. This process instills a sense of responsibility and accountability, 
fostering a growth mindset and a drive for continuous improvement. 
 
As your child reaches significant milestones in their learning journey, it's essential to celebrate 
their accomplishments. Acknowledge their hard work, effort, and progress. Create a system of 
rewards or incentives to motivate and encourage your child to stay focused and engaged. 
 
Consider creating a portfolio or showcase of your child's best work, which they can share with 
family and friends. Celebrate milestones with small rewards, special outings, or other 
meaningful gestures to highlight their achievements. 
 
Additionally, take time to reflect on your child's overall growth and development. Celebrate their 
personal milestones, such as improved confidence, critical thinking abilities, or problem-solving 
skills. Recognizing these non-academic milestones fosters a well-rounded approach to their 
education. 
 
By utilizing Discovery K12's assessment tools, setting goals and objectives, and celebrating 
milestones, you create a comprehensive framework for assessing and tracking your child's 
progress. This approach ensures that your child's learning remains on track, inspires their 
ongoing commitment, and cultivates a positive and rewarding homeschooling experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Join The DK12 Community 
 
Enriching the learning experience goes beyond the standard curriculum, providing your child 
with opportunities to explore, engage, and connect with the world around them. By 
supplementing the curriculum with additional resources, incorporating field trips and experiential 
learning, and encouraging social interaction and community involvement, you can create a truly 
enriching homeschooling experience.  
 
Here's how: 
 
Supplementing with Additional Resources 
While Discovery K12 offers a comprehensive curriculum, supplementing it with additional 
resources can enhance your child's understanding and broaden their knowledge. Explore 
educational websites, online libraries, and digital archives to access a wealth of information and 
materials. 
 
Consider incorporating educational books, documentaries, podcasts, and interactive online 
platforms relevant to your child's interests or current topics of study. These resources provide 
varied perspectives, real-life examples, and opportunities for deeper exploration, enriching their 
learning experience. 
 
Field Trips and Experiential Learning 
Field trips and experiential learning bring education to life, allowing your child to make 
meaningful connections between what they learn and the world around them. Plan educational 
outings to museums, historical sites, nature reserves, science centers, or local businesses. 
Alternatively, utilize virtual field trip resources if physical visits are not feasible. 
 
Encourage your child to actively participate, ask questions, and document their experiences 
through journals, photographs, or videos. Reflect on the field trip afterward, discussing key 
takeaways and connecting them to the curriculum. These hands-on experiences foster a deeper 
understanding and make learning more memorable. 
 
Social Interaction and Community Involvement 
Homeschooling doesn't mean your child should miss out on social interactions and community 
involvement. Actively seek opportunities for your child to engage with peers and the broader 
community. 
 
Join homeschooling support groups, co-op programs, or participate in extracurricular activities 
such as sports teams, music lessons, or art classes. These interactions provide valuable 
socialization opportunities, foster collaboration, and help your child develop important social 
skills. 
 
Encourage community involvement through volunteering, participating in local events, or joining 
community organizations. These experiences broaden your child's perspective, instill a sense of 
empathy, and encourage them to make a positive impact in their community. 

 



 

 

 
Creating a supportive learning environment is essential for your child's homeschooling success. 
By establishing a dedicated homeschool space, encouraging a positive mindset and motivation, 
and maintaining a healthy work-life balance, you can create an environment that nurtures your 
child's learning journey.  
 
Here's how: 
 
Establishing a Dedicated Homeschool Space: 
Designating a specific area in your home as a dedicated homeschool space helps create a 
focused and organized learning environment. Choose a quiet and well-lit area where your child 
can concentrate without distractions. Set up a comfortable desk or table, provide necessary 
supplies, and organize materials for easy access. 
 
Personalize the space with inspiring quotes, artwork, or educational posters to make it inviting 
and conducive to learning. Having a dedicated homeschool space helps your child establish a 
routine and mentally transition into their learning mindset. 
 
Encouraging a Positive Mindset and Motivation: 
A positive mindset and motivation are crucial for your child's homeschooling journey. Encourage 
a growth mindset by emphasizing the importance of effort, perseverance, and learning from 
mistakes. Celebrate achievements and encourage your child during challenging tasks. 
 
Help your child set realistic goals and break them down into manageable steps. Celebrate small 
victories along the way to maintain motivation and build confidence. Foster a love for learning by 
finding ways to make lessons engaging, relevant, and connected to their interests and passions. 
 
Maintaining a Healthy Work-Life Balance: 
Homeschooling requires finding a balance between your role as an educator and your other 
responsibilities. Establish clear boundaries between homeschooling time and personal or work-
related commitments. Create a schedule that allows for breaks, self-care, and family time. 
 
Model a healthy work-life balance by prioritizing self-care, engaging in hobbies, and maintaining 
open communication with your child about the importance of balance. Remember that flexibility 
is one of the advantages of homeschooling, so be open to adjusting schedules and routines as 
needed. 
 
Ensure your child has opportunities for physical activity, outdoor play, and social interactions to 
maintain their overall well-being. Incorporate relaxation techniques, mindfulness exercises, or 
regular family activities to reduce stress and promote a positive learning environment. 
 
By creating a supportive learning environment that includes a dedicated homeschool space, 
fostering a positive mindset and motivation, and maintaining a healthy work-life balance, you set 
the stage for your child's homeschooling success. Embrace these strategies to create an 
environment where your child feels empowered, inspired, and supported on their educational 
journey. 
 

 



 

 

Being part of the Discovery K12 community offers valuable support and opportunities for 
connection with other homeschooling families. By joining the social media groups on Facebook, 
such as @discoverk12 and @discoveryk12freeonlinehomeschool, you can engage in 
discussions and share experiences related to homeschooling with Discovery K12. Here's how to 
make the most of the Discovery K12 community: 
 
 
Engaging in Social Media Groups: Tell your friends about Discovery K12!  
 
 

 @discoveryk12freeonlinehomeschool 
 @discoverk12 

 
 
 
 
Discovery K12 has dedicated social media groups on Facebook, including @discoverk12 and 
@discoveryk12freeonlinehomeschool. These groups provide platforms for parents to connect, 
ask questions, and discuss topics related to homeschooling with Discovery K12. 
 
Engage actively in these groups by sharing your experiences, seeking advice, and providing 
support to other homeschooling families. Collaborate with other parents to exchange ideas, 
resources, and strategies that can enhance your homeschooling journey with Discovery K12. 
The social media groups offer a convenient and interactive way to connect with a community of 
like-minded individuals. 
 
Collaborating with Other Homeschooling Families: 
Collaboration with other homeschooling families using Discovery K12 can be a valuable aspect 
of your homeschooling journey. Connect with other families through the social media groups 
and foster relationships based on shared experiences and goals. 
 
Form study groups or co-op arrangements where families can come together to share teaching 
responsibilities, plan joint activities, or engage in discussions on specific subjects. Collaborating 
with other families using Discovery K12 allows for mutual support, resource sharing, and the 
opportunity for your child to interact with peers in a homeschooling setting. 
 
By joining the Discovery K12 community on social media, engaging in discussions within the 
Facebook groups, and collaborating with other homeschooling families, you expand your 
network, gain valuable insights, and find support for your homeschooling journey with Discovery 
K12. Embrace the opportunities for connection and engagement within the Discovery K12 social 
media community to enhance your homeschooling experience. 
 
Homeschooling with Discovery K12 provides an exceptional opportunity for parents to take an 
active role in their child's education. By following the guidelines outlined in this report, you can 
ensure a successful homeschooling experience for both you and your child. Remember, the 
journey of homeschooling is a unique one, and with the support of Discovery K12's resources 
and the wider homeschooling community, you can provide your child with a well-rounded 
education tailored to their individual needs. 


